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or less under active Burmese suzerainty for a very long time, and
the influence exerted, though very far from being anything like so
great as west of the Irrawaddy, has been considerable. Beyond
the Salween Burmese control was much less continuously and vigour-
ously exerted. Consequently both in dialect and written character
the difference between the Shans east and west of the Salween is
very marked.

The Shans are seldom found away from the alluvial basins, and
do not look upon themselves as hill-people at all. They are great
traders, but hitherto, from want of opportunities, on a small scale
only. They are a thrifty people, and the houses of the better class
exhibit a cleanliness and comfort not found among Burmans of the
same rank.

They have much independence of character, but' are given to
jealousies which have kept them divided politically and socially.
In warfare they are often cruel and vindictive. In peace time they
are cheerful, hospitable, and ready to render help to one another.

The Shans are well-formed and muscular, and in appearance
resemble the Burman, though they are fairer and taller.

Their dress consists of a pair of trousers which aie extremely
voluminous, and a jacket. They also wear a turban which in the
north is generally white, and in the south is of various colours. The
Chinese Shans wear a blue turban. The Shans in British territory
nearly all wear the limp, broad brimmed, woven grass hat that is
made at Tali Fu.

The people nearly all carry a dah and the Shan bag which they
sling over the shoulder. They are Buddhists, but east of the Sal-
ween their Buddhism is very lax, at least as far as the hpdngyis
are concerned, some of whom trade, wear skull-caps, and smoke
habitually. In western Yiinnan the Jipongyis only differ from the
laymen in the fact that they do not actually live with their
wives, though they support them, whereas in Burma and else-
where a married man who becomes a Tipdngyi is divorced from his
wife ipso facto.

In addition to the various branches of the Shans, there are on
all the loftier ranges of the Shan States numerous settlements of
hill tribes. This is more especially so en the northern and north-
eastern frontiers. Some of these are very small, others more-